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Background

Background: Why a Mission for Manuscripts?

India is the repository of an astounding wealth of ancient knowledge belonging to different
periods of history, going back to thousands of wears. Most of this knowledge belonging to
different areas of intellectual activity such as religion, philosophy, systems of science, arts
and literature is preserved in the form of manuscripts. Composed in different Indian
languages and scripts, they are preserved in materials such as birch bark, palm leaf, cloth,
wood, stone and paper.

India has the largest collection of manuscripts in the waorld, They are spread all over the
country and also abroad in different libraries, academic institutions, museums, temples and
monasteries and in private collections. The rich manuscript wealth of India today faces a
threat of survival. Howewver, India has possibly lost a vast amount of this wealth., Sufficient
information on them is not available today. Among the existing collection, most of them
are in a state of decay and damage. Among the extant collection, anly a very small portion
has been surveyed and documented properly. Experts fear that almost all the palm leaf
manuscripts will perish in the near future due to decay, and wear and tear. The invaluable
heritage of India in the form of manuscripts has to be documented, preserved and made
accessible to us and to succeeding generations.
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The library concentrates on encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bibliographies, atlases and catalogues of
unpublished manuscripts of Indian and Asian origin. Its holdings and expertize are complemented

by those of the other divisions of the Centre
Rare Books

Personal Collection

Area Collection

Series & Catalogue

Journals

Descriptive Catalogue of the lllustrated Rare Books in the IGNCA

Acquisition of rare books is a special feature of the Library. It has acquired books published in 18th and 19th centuries such as: The Travels of Sir John Charlin {1688);
The Ceremonies and Religious Customs of various Mations of the known world together with historical annotations/Bernard Picard (1733-37); The works of Sir Williarm
Jones (1759-1501). Considerations of Indian AffairsWilliam Botts (1772); Journal of a route to Magpore (1790); Narrative of the Compaign in India/Dirom (1793); Oriental
Feperory (1793-94):A Journey from Bengal to England through the northern part of India Kashmire, Afghanistan/George Forester (1797);0riental Memaories/James
Forbes (1831). A Sketch of the History of the East India Company from its first formation to the passing/Robert Grant, (1813); Letters Written in a Mahratta
Camp/Thomas Duer Broughton {(1815); Views in the Himalayan Mountains /James Baille Fraser (1820); The History of Jawa/T. 5. Raffles (1817); An Account of the fishes
found in river Ganges/Francis hamilton (1822); Historical Fragments of the Moghul Empire of the Maora-Hoes and of the English Concerns in Hindustan from the

yvear/Robert Orme (1825). The History of British India/James Mills(15826);
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Under this category IGHMCA has the Lance Dane Collection of Photo Archives of At comprising 1,00.000 BAY negatives and color transparencies on the Art and
Architecture of India. Mepal and Combodia. This collection also has about 1,000 Sculptures figurings and artefacts, and wall rubbings of Angkor VWat.

The Shambunath Mitra collection has over 9,000 B/AW negatives, detailed photo index cards and gazetteers of the Bengal terracotta temples of Bishnupur, Bankura,

Burdwan, Hooghly, Howrah and Midnapur Districts.
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In this section, several prestigious collections have been acquired. The most notable of these are the glass-plate negatives and original prints of Raja Deen Dayal, the

Grandmaster of Indian Photography. Another prestigious collection is that of Henri Cartier Bresson's photoagraphs of India comprising candid shots of the Indian freedom
struggle. D. R. D. Wadia collection and photographs of the noted Photo-historian Sunil Janah, known for his rural life and freedom struggle pictures.

Detail of Exhibition

Raja Lala Deen Dayal was the premiere pioneer in Indian photography. He was a great artist and a
technician, and hence his legacy of negative plates and original prints are of great importance to the
world of photography. His Collection comprises over 2700 glass plate negatives, 200 original prints and
other material such as exhibition prints, registers and photographic equipment.
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The collection is a rare compilation of reprograghs on the musical instruments of India including research notes made
over a period of 40 years. The Centre has also acquired Ranganayaki Aywyangar's collection of W_A K. Ranga Rao's,

Matarajan’s Carnatic music.

This Collection is a rare compilation of reprographs on the music instrurments of India consisting of over 550 photographs. 1300 black-and-white negatives, 780 slides
and 60 sketches. The material illustrates not only the musical instruments that are played in the classical, folk and tribal genres of music in present times, but also
archaeological representations in sculptures, of musical instruments of the past. The Collection, compiled over a period of forty yvears also comprises research notes of

Shr Krishnaswami and about 30 hours of music on audio tapes.

The 78 rpm music discs of India present rare artistes of the early part of the century. both in the classical and popular music genres. Shri Ranga Rao has in his
Collection 25,000 music discs, the earliest of which was released in 1903. The records cover not only the genres of classical music, but also those of drama sets, stage

rmusic, non-film light music and film music in all the languages of India.

Shri Matarajan has recorded over 740 Carnatic Music concerts from 1955 onwards. The Collection of over 2000 hours of music represents the live performances of every

rmajor Carnatic music artists from the early part of the century upto the present times.
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= An essential component of the presernvation of cultural heritage entails documentation of traditional art formms of legendry cultural
figures. IGMCA has initiated several projects for documentation of life-sketches, performances and teaching techniques of
eminent artists. Among the documentations completed are those of
Smt. Manikyamma Saride’s Adhyatma Ramayana, =
Sangita Kala Midhi T. Brinda,
Smt. Kalamandalam kalyanikuttyamma's Mohiniattam,
Guru Ammanur Madhavachakyar's Kudiyattam,
late Shanta Bardhan's Classic choreography on the Ramayana performed by Ranga Sriin LBT, and
Old Gurus of Matasankirtana of Manipur.
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Reprography Unit

ummary ot 10tal Lolection Mss. | Folios | Total |Dupli-| Digi-
Filmed [Covered|Collection|cated |tized

Total Collection from East Region of India 970| 237215 313|373 373

44417\ 2728489 4436| 3937| 4180

Total Collection from West Region of India

Total Collection from North Region of India 117203] 4329942| 6658|2642 5246

Total Collection from South Region of India 83068) 5085567|  B115| 4095 1911
Total Collection from Central Region of India

»
>
»
Total Collection from North-East Region of India D 2580 14428 220 202 215
>
>

4190 227356 350{ 350[ 350

252457| 12751057 20152| 11599 12275

Mss. No. of Duplicate Digitized
Filmed Rolls Rolls Rolls
2 50,295 - 20,152 11,599 12,275
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A photograph-and-slide collection is being developed. Slide collections of over one lakh art objects and
illustrated miniatures in Indian and foreign collections have been compiled and documented. These
include slide collections from the victoria and Albert Museum, Chester Beatty Collection through
courtesy of Indian Mational Trust for Art and Culture Heritage (INTACH), American Committee for South
Asian Art (ACSAA), British Museum. and Criental and India Office Collection, British Librany.
Catalogue s Slides with Kalanidhi - A
s Catalogue of Cultural Archive (Kalanidhi - C)
« Digital Images with Cultural Informatics Laboratory
Total Mo. of Slides available with Kalanidhi - A : 74547
| S.NO. |SLIDES | NO.S CONTENTS
| 1 |Raja Likrary, Rampur, U.P. | 2483 |I'u'1ughal and Persian paintings and lllustrated Manuscripts
2 Gita Govinda 2090 |Gita Govinda
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The present CD-ROMs on Ajanta is an attempt to provide comprehensive knowledge and visual experience on Ajanta, a major heritage site of India, included in the
UMESCO's list of World Heritage monument. The CD-ROM includes virtual walkthrough of all the caves, narratives of Jataka and related stories of Buddha, approximately 1
hour of Introductory video, approximately 1500 illustrated images, Articles from eminent authorities, Bibliography, Glossary, etc. Using the benefits of Digital Technology
search facility has been incorporated to select the material available in CD irrespective of their format. From view point of technology. the site poses challenges. as the

caves are endangered due to ravages of time.

The identification of Jatakas and scenes from the life of the Buddha and other devotional and ornamental depictions are based on the identifications by Dieter Schlingloff and

Monika £in.

Download Brochure

L

W

jFEi| [ &P Internet L 100% v

Done
cpress F R = 2l a o0 e WA 148 PM

r:.F start /= Indira Gandhi Mationa. ..




CD on Rock

/= Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts  # Mi e BT =[]
&ar - |g, hkkpe e, ignica, mic, ing V||E||E| |Gcn:-gle ||Fl |'|

File Edit “Wiew Favorites Tools  Help
v|Search Web - lepgrade MNow! - éﬁ? v @I" ®| = Mail - @My vahoo! - 1'F’ersonals - @Shopping - éGames -

Yr - 2|
le |Gl | GO Ak - Bookmarks 360 blacked 2% Check - & Autolink « | AukcFil Send tow A1 Settings -

Goog A =l &

- B ey - |2k Page -+ {CF Tools -

b2

'ii} Fiid [ g Indira Gandhi Mational Centre For the Arks ]
- i ‘ i | ||
ational Centre for the Artse
Stop Audio
i

@ Image Collection

view images By Description
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Man's first awareness of the world around came through his primeval sense of sight and ability to hear. These two senses have stimulated artistic expressions - visual and

aural, in the pre-historic past as also contemporary cultures. The twin programmes of Adi Drsya (primeval sight) and Adi Sravya (primeval sound) have been initiated by the
Centre to trace the long continuities in the Indian arts. Rock art forms the crucial programme of the Adi Drsya programme. It might in all probability be the oldest legacy of

mankind.
Based on documentation, research and, to an extent. recreation of this ancient creative urge of man, this project will be a user friendly Computer Aided learning (CAL)
application for children to access digital collection of slides, photographs and paintings with the help of quiz, slide show and modules on theme, dating, colour etc.

B.M. PAMNDE was in the Archaeclogical Survey of India for more than 36 years. from where he retired as Director. He has been associated with several major archaeoclogical
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DEVADASI MURAI "Remembering Devadasis"
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@ Other Multimedia Projects

The term "Devadasi” refers to a female ritual specialist; good luck and well being are in her hands. Flickering
lamps, cooling water, music and dance are her instruments. A formal ceremony solemnised her dedication to B

the God of the temple. In Tamil Madu this millennia old tradition has seen great hey days.

This CD-ROM has been published in December 1997 This CD-ROM is part of IGNCA's endeavour to digitise the multidimensional performative rituals within the
architectural space of Brhadisvara temple. The CD-ROM facilitates virtual experience of the spatial and temporal context of south Indian music and dance.

SASKIA KERSEMBOOM, Ph.d. in Indology and Theatre Science (State University of Utrecht, Holland), is presently Associate Professor of Linguistics at Amsterdam,
Holland. She has specialised in south Indian languages. literature and performing arts and has training in Indian classical dance, vocal and instrumental music. One of

her major publications is Nityasumangali, Devadasi Tradition in south ndia.
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1 CULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT SERIES
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Interface of Cultural Identity Developrment (Culture and Development Mo, 1)

1.
2. Integration of Endogenous Cultural Dimension into Developrment (Cultural and Development Mo 2) |
3. The Cultural Dimension of Education {(Cultural and Development Mo, 3)
4. The Cultural Dimension of Ecology (Cultural and Development Mo, 4)
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The bi-annual journal of the IGNCA with a holistic approach towards the study of Arts and
stress on the inter-connectivity of various art forms

Journal of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts

Fondled by the imaginative vision and
creativity of the sage-like scholars,
let this with-fulfilling tree in the field of arts,
be an eternal source of joy to its readers

.

Editorial Advisory Board:

Dr. L.M. Singhwi

Prof. %.IM. Mishra

Shri .Y, Kamath
Smt. Sonal Man Singh

Editors:
Prof. .M. Choudhuri

Prof. G.C. Tripathi
Prof. R.K. BEhattacharya

= Editorial
« Information and Instruction for Contributors and Readers {for subscription)

Contents:
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MULTIMEDIA FOR HUMANITIES

October 5 -8, 1998

Preamble
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explore the above themes and guestions through the following sessions:-

In arder to generate a dialogue, we have invited experts from within the country and elsewhere who have accomplished significant achievernents in their respective fields to

|Abstracts - MULTIMEDIA & LIVING TRADITIONS

|Mu|timedia Fendering of Dhyaneshwar | Ahstract | Paper
|Mu|timedia presentation : hMask Project | Abstract |

|Mu|timedia and Living Traditions : Devnarayan | Abstract |

|Abstracts - MULTIMEDIA IN EDUCATION

Dn-Line delivery of language courses for On-campus Teaching | Abstract |

|Lu:uwc:u:|st Multimedia Technalogy and Education - An Indian Perspective | Abstract | Paper
|Mu|timedia in Education - Rock At | Ahstract | Paper
Scran: a case study of Metworked Cultural Multimedia for Education Abstract Eaper
|The future of Multimedia in Arnts and Hurmanities | Abstract |
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Bibliography

The Indira Gandhi Mational Centre for the Arts has a unigue Library which houses the personal collections of doyens of scholarship, such as, Suniti Kumar Chatterjee,
Hazar Prasad Dwivedi, Thakur Jaidev Singh, Kavira] Gopinath, Krishna Kriplani and others. These personal collections are an invaluable treasure for any schoalar who
wishes to rmeander through the primary and secondary sources which these scholars used.

A complementary programme of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts is to compile Bibliographies of particular scholars, specially those whose work was multi-
disciplinary and multi-lingual. Also, the endeavour is to make Bibliographies of particular subject areas and special subjects.
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