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The Observatory moved to
Kodai A
Began to formally function as
the Madras Observatory at
Nungambakkam, Chennai.

1786

Observatory set up at
Madras (Chennai).

The Headquarters were shifted
10 its present campus at
Koramangala, Bengaluru,

IIA completed 50 years on

. i 1=, Apnl 2021
1971 2023

The Astrophysical Observatory became
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (lA)
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1- New Year’s Day
1 3,4 — Quadrantids Meteor Shower
4 -  Earth’s Perihelion
14 -~ Makar SankrantifMagha Bihu
15— Pongal (TN,KA)
26— Basant Panchami/Sri Panchami

26 — Republic Day

22 — Conjunction of Venus and Saturn

30 - Mercury at Greatest Western
Elongation

December 2022

(TN)

February 2023

Tue

Wed

Mon Tue

Wied

Fri

1

3

10

15

17

22

24




¥ - b | 2 N _— - 3
o it : B el L §

John Goldingham swinging a Kater's pendulum front of a Haswell clock at Madras Observatory-1821; John Goldingham (1767 - July

1849) was the first official astronomer of the Madras Observatory, appointed in 1802.
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2 — Green Comet (C/2022 E3(ZTF)) closest to Earth
5— Hazarat Ali's Birthday/Guru Ravi Das’ Birthday
11 - International Day of Women and Girls in Science
15— Swami Dayananda Saraswati Jayanti
18 — Maha Shivaratri, Mela Dosmochey (LA),
19 — Shivaji Jayanti

28 — National Science Day
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7 — Holika Dahan, Dolyatra
8 — International Women's Day

21 - Equinox
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22 — Chaitra Sukladi/Ugadi (KA)/Gudi Padva (TN)
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30— Sri Ram Navami (KA, LA)
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The Madras Observatory at Nungambakkam during the period 1860-1890
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1 - llA Foundation Day

4 —  Mahavir Jayanti
7 - Good Friday
9 - Easter Sunday
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Global Astronomy Month

11— Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation

12 - International Day of Human Space Flight
14 = Vaisakhi/Vishu/Meshadi

15 — Vaisakhadi (Bengal) /Bhag Bihu (Assam)
20 — Total Solar Eclipse not visible from India

21 - Jamat-Ul-Vida

22~  Ramzan (ld-ul-Fitr)

29

22,23 - Lyrids Meteor Shower
23,24 - Earthshine Nights
24~  Zero Shadow Day- Bengaluru
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N.R. Pogson at the Madras Observatory, photo was taken around the time of the December 1871 total solar eclipse. Norman Robert Pogson, (1829 - 1891)
‘was an English astronomer who worked in India at the Madras observatory. He introduced a mathematical scale of stellar magnituda with the ratio of two
successive magnitudes being the fifth root of one hundred (~2.512) and referred to as Pogson's ratio.
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Labour Day
Buddha Poornima
Birthday of Guru Rabindranath Tagore
Penumbral Lunar Eclipse
Visible From Bengaluru
6,7 — Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower
15, 16 — Earthshine Nights
29— Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation
16 International day of light
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Front View of Kodaikanal Solar Observatory-1905
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hn Evershed working with the spectroheliograph at the Kodaikanal Solar Observatory-1909 John Evershed (1864 -1956) was an English astronomer. He was
the first to observe radial motions in sunspots, a phenomenon now known as the Evershed effect. He made the discovery which bears his name while at
Kodaikanal Observatory in 1909.
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28,29 — Delta Aquarids Meteor Shower
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(Left) Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's visit to Kodaikanal Solar Observatory-1961
(Right) Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s visit to Kodaikanal Solar Observatory-1967
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31— Full Moon, Supermoon,
Blue Moon
10— llA Founder's Day 16 — Parsi’s New Year/Nauraj
— Mercury at Greatest Eastern Elongation 18 — Zero Shadow Day - Bengaluru
12, 13 - Perseids Meteor Shower 20 - Vinayaka Chaturthi

27 — Saturn at Opposition

15— Independence Day
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Prof. Chandrasekhar and Mrs.Chandrasekhar along with Prof.M.K. Vainu Bappu taking a walk in the llA Bangalore Campus
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15 - Engineers Day
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Prof. Yash Pal (2nd from left) with Prof. M. K. Vainu Bappu on the observing floor of the 40-inch telescope at Kavalur-1976
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2 - Mahathma Gandhi's B'day 23 — Dussehra (Mahanavami) (KA, TN,LA)
4-10 World Space week 24 — Dussehra (Vijayadashami)

7 - Draconids Meteor Shower 25 — An addl. Day for Dussehra (TN)

14 = Annular Solar Eclipse 28 — Partial Solar Eclipse

15— World Student's Day 28 — Maharishi Valmiki's Birthday

21, 22 — Orionids Meteor Shower

21 - Dussehra (Saptami)

22 - Dussehra (Maha Ashtami)

23 - \Venus at Greatest Western Elongation
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BRTNGED URANUS CONFIRMED
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Newspaper Clippings (1979, 1981)
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1~ Karaka Chaturthi (Karwa Chouth) 13 — Uranus at Opposition 17,18 - Leonids Meteor Shower

3- Jupiter at Opposition 13 — Govardhan Puja 19 - Pratihar Sashti'Surya Sashti

4,5 — Taurids Meteor Shower 14 - Children’s day 19 — International Men's Day

10 — World science day 15 — Bhai Duj 24 — Guru Tej Bahadur's Martyrdom Day
12— Deepavali/Naraka Chaturdashi 27~ GuruNanak's Birthday
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Prof. M. G. K. Menon, former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Prof. J. C. Bhattacharyya at Kavalur during the

renaming ceremony the Kavalur Observatory as the “Vainu Bappu Observatory” on January 6, 1986.
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